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The main point of difference in the technique consists in the closure or 
non-closure of the peritoneal wound. Martin drains, then closes the wound 
subsequently, suturing the stumps of the broad ligaments so that they project 
into the vagina. Fritsch resects a portion of the vaginal fornix and closes 
the wound, including in it the stumps of the broad ligament. 

In conclusion, the writer regards total extirpation of the prolapsed uterus 
as indicated whenever it is the seat of gangrene, fibro-myoma, or cancer ; also 
in those exceedingly rare cases in which the displaced organ is irreducible. 
In other cases there is room for considerable difference of opinion as to its 
justifiability. In women who have not yet reached the climacteric ventro-fixa- 
tion followed by kolpo-perineorrhaphy is preferable. In old women, on the 
contrary, in whom there is extensive ulceration of the cervix, total extirpa¬ 
tion should be performed, provided that careful examination of the patients 
has shown that there is no existing visceral lesion (especially renal), such as 
would be a contra-indication to the radical operation. 

Protozoa in Chronic Glandular Endometritis. 

Doria (Archiv fiir Oynakologie, Bd. xlvii., Heft. 1) describes a protozoon 
which he found constantly within the lumina of glands and in the lymph 
spaces of the interstitial connective tissue. He infers that the proliferation 
of epithelial elements is probably due to their presence. Considering the 
fact that glandular endometritis is closely allied to diffuse adenoma of the 
endometrium, and also that carcinoma is commonly preceded by endometritis, 
the similarity between the etiological factors, benignant and malignant condi¬ 
tions, becomes evident. Whether the coccidial origin of glandular endome¬ 
tritis is proved or not, Martin’s practical observation remains in force, that 
the presence of this condition predispose? to malignant degeneration of the 
endometrium, and consequently that it should be treated rigorously by early 
and thorough curettage followed by cauterization. If the diseased mucosa is 
entirely removed, the parasites which inhabit it are usually destroyed or their 
irritating action is retarded. A return of the condition might be ascribed to 
their persistence either in the deeper tissues or in the remains of the mucosa. 
Since experimentally solutions of quinine seem to have a specific action 
upon the amoebae, the writer suggests that intrauterine injections of the same 
may be profitably employed after curettage. 

Hemorrhagic Infarctions of the Uterus. 

Popoff {Ibid.) arrives at the following conclusion as the result of a series 
of experiments: If both uterine arteries, both the visceral branches of the 
internal iliacs, and finally the abdominal aorta with the spermatic arteries 
be tied, there occurs a disturbance of the uterine circulation in dogs, which, 
however, does not lead to the formation of infarcts. The arteries and veins 
of the organ are dilated, and extravasation and cedema of the endometrium 
occur, the extent and intensity of the pathological changes varying with the 
number of arteries which have been ligated. The tendency to the establish¬ 
ment of the collateral circulation after the ligation of arteries exists to a high 
degree in the case of the pelvic organs. 
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Hemorrhagic infarction of the uterus, the writer adds, only occurs under 
peculiar conditions, changes in the vessel-walls being most important. 
The disturbance of the circulation following the occlusion of the uterine 
arteries, in consequence of emboli, thrombi or ligation, produces a different 
effect. In general, the uterus is placed under the most favorable anatomical 
conditions for the rapid and entire restoration of the circulation after ligation 
of the arteries, so that marked disturbances seldom result therefrom. 

The Decidua Circumflexa in Tubal Pregnancy. 

Franiiel {Ibid.) in an elaborate paper on this subject concludes that at 
the placental site the tubal wall is greatly thinned, so that often only the 
subserous connective tissue containing muscular fibres is present. In this 
tissue are found canals lined with cubical epithelium, the origin of which is 
unknown. The wall of the tube opposite to the placental site is thickened 
by a new development of connective tissue between the muscle-fibres. The 
decidua of the tube consists of two layers, one of pure embryonic tissue, and 
the other containing decidual cells with connective and smooth muscular 
tissue. No decidua is found at the point where the ovum is attached. The 
writer was never able to discover any trace of a decidua circumflexa. The 
fetal membranes are identical with those in uterine gestation. 

The Cure of Peritoneal Tuberculosis by Cceliotomy. 

Mannotti and Bacioohi {ibid.) conducted a series of experiments in 
rabbits and dogs with a view of determining the influence of explorative 
cceliotomy in tuberculous peritonitis. In rabbits improvement was commonly 
noted, but never a cure; in dogs a cure was the rule. The tubercles were 
absorbed and were transformed into connective tissue; the absorption was 
apparently secondary to destruction of the virus and vascular new-formation, 
being most marked in dogs. In consequence of the transformation of tubercles 
into connective tissue troublesome intestinal adhesions are liable to form. It 
is only by reopening the abdomen that one can determine positively the value 
of cceliotomy in these cases. Though most of the tubercles are rapidly ab¬ 
sorbed, some are slow to disappear, hence it is necessary to be careful in pro¬ 
nouncing a patient as entirely cured, even when the clinical symptoms are 
favorable. The beneficial effects of cceliotomy do not seem to be more marked 
when the peritoneal cavity is irrigated with sterilized water or antiseptic 
solutions. The observers conclude that in animals opening the abdomen 
causes a certain inflammatory reaction of the peritoneum, accompanied by a 
marked increase of its absorptive power, which results in a prevention of 
further infection, degeneration of cells, vascularization of tuberculous nodules, 
and finally their absorption and transformation into connective tissue. 

The Pathological Anatomy of the Female Pelvic Organs in 

Cholera. 

Rusi (Zeitschriftfur Geb. u. Gyn., Band, vii., Heft 1) reports the results of 
his observations on the bodies of sixteen subjects who died of cholera. Macro- 
scopically the uterus was extremely congested, the cavity invariably contain- 



